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Call to order and flag salute by Mayor Serio at 10:00 AM 

 

Council Members Present: Langan, Bunting, Smallwood, Weistling, Carmean, Serio, Tingle 

Council Members Absent: None 

Others Present: Town Manager Abbott, Board of Elections Chairperson Lynn Andrews, Chief of Police William 

Boyden 

 

Acceptance of Nominees for Fenwick Island Town Council 

Board of Elections Chairperson Lynn Andrews read into the record the following: 

 
TO: All Members of Town Council 

       Property Owners and Residents of the Town of Fenwick Island 

       Sussex County Board of Elections 

FROM: Board of Elections, Town of Fenwick Island 

             Frances (Lynn) Andrews, Richard Bowman, and Mary Wright 

DATE: June 21, 2011 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Elections has examined the Certificates of Eligibility submitted by the two (2) nominees, and do 

HEREBY declare, the following candidates eligible and qualified to serve: 

  Eugene N. Langan 

 Todd Smallwood 

 

THEREFORE, these two (2) candidates are declared elected to fill two (2) vacancies; and 

 

WHEREAS, there being no other nominees for the remaining two (2) Council positions presently eligible to be filled by 

election of qualified candidates: and 

 

WHEREAS the two positions are currently filled by qualified candidates: 

Vicki L. Carmean 

Audrey Serio 

 

THEREFORE, the Board of Elections declares that these two (2) council members shall remain as members of the Town of 

Fenwick Island Council until such time as his or her successor is elected and qualified in accordance with the Town Charter 

Section 6. 

 

WHERE AS, Vicki L. Carmean and Audrey Serio will serve as members of Council until one or both submit a letter of 

resignation, and their positions are filled by appointment by the remaining members of Council and shall serve for the 

unexpired term or until his or her successor shall be elected and duly qualified, in accordance with the Town Charter Section 

15. 

 

THEREFORE, the scheduled August 6, 2011, election is hereby cancelled 

 

Motion to accept the nominees for Fenwick Island Town Council – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

DISCUSSION – none 

Vote to accept nominees – All in Favor (7-0) 

 

Approval of Minutes May 17, 2011 Special Council Meeting 

Motion to approve minutes – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council member Langan 
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DISCUSSION – None 

Vote to approve minutes of 5/17/2011 – All in Favor (7-0) 

 

Mobi Mats 

Town Manager Abbott advised that the mats have been received and requested Council’s input on where to place 

them.  Mr. Abbott provided diagrams of the beach crossovers and possible placement options. A few crossovers 

were not included as they would have been difficult to cover with the product on hand. Placement will be from 

street end, across the dune to the flat area on the opposite side. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Discussion focused on the location of handicapped parking spaces, public requests for specific streets (Georgetown 

Street), ease of placing/removing the mats, whether they can be cut to size (no), and if they can be moved around to 

different streets (yes). Council Member Bunting suggested that using the beach wheelchair could compensate for 

the absence of a mat at certain crossovers. Council Member Weistling suggested moving the handicapped parking 

spaces to the Mobi mat locations; Mayor Serio advised that the handicapped spaces have been placed where they 

are because of certain restrictions and dune configurations.  Mayor Serio suggested monitoring use to determine if 

mats should be moved to a better location. 

 

Regarding location, Council Member Smallwood believes that Dagsboro Street will get the most use; Georgetown 

Street was requested by a citizen. Council Member Bunting asked if the mat will be affected by the pending beach 

replenishment project (no, but they can be moved/removed if need be).  

 

POLL: 

Tingle -Option #2; Carmean -Option #1 shows more opportunity for testing but expressed concern that one street 

will only reach the crest of the dune; Langan – Option #1; Weistling – Option #1 spreads mats out 

north/south/middle of town; Bunting – Option #1 utilizes more streets; Serio – Option #1; Smallwood – Option #1. 

 

Motion to authorize installation of Mobi Mats per Option #1 (Bayard, Dagsboro, Georgetown and Kings Sts) not 

using the beach side wing on Bayard Street  – Council Member Bunting 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Smallwood asked about the installation timeline; Town Manager Abbott advised that the mats are 

here and will be installed as soon as possible by the Public Works Department.  Council Member Weistling asked 

that Public Works track and document installation time and problems. Mayor Serio asked that the installation be 

added to the Town website. 

 

Vote to authorize installation per Option #1 with change – All in Favor (7-0) 

 

Review and Accept Bids for Public Safety Building Construction 

Town Manager Abbott summarized project activity so far: 

• Bids opened on 6/7/11 

• The apparent low bid will be reviewed by French & Ryan 

• Final construction costs with the alternate options included will be determined 

• LEED certified products required 

• Town Solicitor reviewing wage rates 
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Bunting Construction from Selbyville was the lowest bid at $582,604. The next closest bid was $725,000. Bids are 

effective for 60 days; Council must decide no later than August 7, 2011 to accept the bid. 

 

Financing options are being explored and require Council approval. 

 

Council Member Langan advised that Council must be in agreement on what options to take forward; bids can be 

accepted after determining financing for the chosen option(s).  After developing a total figure, Council can move into 

Executive Session to explore financing. Both Langan and Weistling agree that Bunting Construction prices are very 

good and average out to ≈$150 per square foot.  A discussion followed on whether to determine financing first; 

options first; wait for attorney’s opinion on wage rates. Mayor Serio was pleased with the figures presented by 

Bunting Construction, a reputable company using local workers. Council Member Bunting noted their work for 

Millville – they did a good job, under budget and ahead of schedule. 

 

Members decided to discuss options after the following explanation from Council Members Langan and Weistling. 

 

• Lifeguard Section – 6401 at west end of building; restroom; showers; meeting room; office; independent 

mechanical unit; access to FIPD to allow use in off-season for meetings and emergency purposes. 

• Metal Roof vs. asphalt shingles 

• Fiber-cement Siding vs. standard vinyl siding 

• Ceramic Tile in restroom/shower area vs. ? 

• CMU Walls – cement block in elevator shaft vs. wallboard; area to be used in future as elevator shaft; 

may be used for storage until that time. 

Council 

Member 

Lifeguard 

Section 

Lighthouse 

Monitor 

Metal Roof Fiber-cement 

Siding 

Ceramic Tile CMU Walls 

Tingle Yes Yes What is 

advantage? 

Add later? 

Yes; good 

option for this 

area 

  

Carmean Could 

renovate 

Town Hall to 

accommodate 

them 

Yes Wait until 

later 

Yes Yes – but what 

is easier to 

maintain tile 

or other 

material? 

No 

Langan Yes Yes Maybe Maybe Maybe – floor 

an d 

wainscoting 

only; shower 

surrounds will 

be single unit 

Maybe 

Weistling Yes – other 

option is to 

drive piles only 

now but that 

commits to 

building in the 

future 

Yes No    
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Council 

Member 

Lifeguard 

Section 

Lighthouse 

Monitor 

Metal Roof Fiber-cement 

Siding 

Ceramic Tile CMU Walls 

Bunting Yes Yes – adding 

later will be 

difficult 

 Yes – it’s 

water-tight 

and 

somewhat rot 

proof 

Maybe – 

explore 

poured vinyl 

or cement 

flooring 

 

Serio Yes – will be 

more 

expensive to 

add in the 

future; 

expensive to 

build a 

separate 

facility now 

Yes Maybe later Yes No No 

Smallwood Yes – Up until 

1989 

lifeguards had 

their own 

facility. Moved 

to a tool shed 

after that. 13 

guards then, 

30 now for 3+ 

months a year 

Yes No Yes No No 

Chief Boyden   Used because 

it is more 

hurricane 

resistant 

Hurricane 

resistant 

The tile being 

considered is 

industrial 

grade. 

 

 

Council Member Weistling summarized: Lifeguard Section – yes; Lighthouse Monitor – Yes; fiber –cement siding – 

yes; metal roof – no; ceramic tile – no; CMU walls – no. 

 

Mayor Serio opened the floor to public comment: 

 

• Bea Stock (6 W Georgetown St) – thinks tile in the restrooms will be too slippery. She also thanked Council 

for considering Georgetown Street crossover for a Mobi Mat. 

• Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) – thinks that “hardy” plank is good; that tiles are slick and susceptible to 

mold; suggested using a new seamless product in place of tile; asked that the lifeguards be moved out of the 

tool shed. 

• Chuck Welsh (3 W Bayard St) – expressed concern that 16 contractors attended the pre-bid meeting but 

only 4 bids were received because he believes there will be damage to the existing Public Safety Building if 

pilings are used for the new Public Safety Building and asked in Bunting Construction will cover the damage. 

He has asked engineers to examine the existing building and take some diggings but was not allowed to 
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access the site. Mayor Serio noted that this is a liability issue. She further reiterated that the discussion is to 

be limited to only those items established today by Council; pilings is not on the list of discussions today. 

Council will forward his concerns to the engineer. Mr. Welsh stated that the issue was mentioned at the pre-

bid meeting although no one on Council who was present at the meeting can recall that be talked about. 

Mayor Serio asked Mr. Welsh to list his concerns in a letter and the Council will take them up with French 

and Ryan as per instructions of the Town Solicitor. Mr. Welsh asked that the chosen builder provide a 

guarantee to complete repairs if the building is damaged. He suggested reconfiguring the Public Works 

Building to accommodate the lifeguards and use the are as a multi-purpose room in the off-season.  

• Chuck Welsh continued – regarding moving the basketball court from its present location to the new park 

located on Cannon Street. Mr. Welsh advised that the neighbor has listed his property for sale because the 

Town will be cutting down trees at the new park. Mayor Serio advised that the park is not under 

consideration today and not open for discussion today. Mr. Welsh thinks that there will be too many cars 

parked on Cannon Street when the lifeguards report for duty. Mayor Serio advised that this discussion is 

beyond the scope of the current discussion regarding the Public Safety Building. 

 

Mayor Serio asked for any other comments about Mobi Mats: 

• Chuck Welsh (3 W Bayard St) – objected to the Town using Mobi Mats suggesting that other products are 

available at a lesser cost. Mayor Serio advised that the Mobi Mat is approved by DNREC and that the Town 

has received a grant from them to place the mats on the crossovers in town. Mr. Welsh suggested 

composite boardwalk materials; Council Member Bunting advised that the composite is more slippery than 

the wood used in the 1960s; the State regulates what goes over the dunes and they have approved the use 

of Mobi Mats. Mr. Welsh is concerned that wash-out areas will be hidden under the Mobi Mats; Council 

Member Bunting advised that wash-outs can happen with and without the mats. Mayor Serio reiterated that 

the State has approved the Mobi Mats and has funded them. They are a test for the Town to determine 

what product(s) are best.  

 

Motion to move into Executive Session to discuss Financial Information – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

DISCUSSION – None 

Vote to move into Executive Session – All in Favor (7-0) 

 

Public Meeting closed at 11:10 AM 

 

Council returned to Public Session at 11:50 AM. 

 

Motion to proceed with the project with the award bid going to Bunting Construction for $603,946.00 – Council 

Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that he believes this to be a good price and that the Town should move forward 

after discussing the alternates. Captain Tim Ferry has not participated in the talks so far but Council Member 

Weistling expects that he will in the future. 

 

Vote to approve project and award contract to Bunting Construction for $604,946.00 – All in Favor (7-0) 
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Council Member Weistling will advise the architect and Bunting Construction. Town Manager Abbott will contact the 

Town Solicitor. 

 

Motion to adjourn: Council Member Tingle 

Second: Council Member Bunting 

Vote: (7-0) 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:55 AM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Tingle, Council Secretary 

As transcribed by Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 


